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ows tiew hght on certain aspects of shamamsuc curmg an,
blems of .theorétical: i 1 . N0 ;.

ve?versmn, leided inito’ 53 5 sec.nons. Tt -was: obtained b
tia’ Indiati‘Guillermo - Haya ‘from'-an “elderly - informant ‘o
ibé: The: Cunfa, ‘who live -within-the Panama- ‘Republic, receéj
3pe01al-=attennon from'the late Erland Nordenskmld who even
edéd intrainifig:collaborators among the natives. After Nord

ktold s :death, -Haya forwdrded the text-to Nordenskiold’s
'cessor, Dr Wassen. ‘The text was taken down in’ the origi




use 1s somewhat_excepnonal, smcc nauve women of
South America have easier. dehvencs than Womcn of Wgst
enes. The mtc;vennon of thc shaman 1s thus rare and C

-"Jend. them their ffecnveness, represgm tutclary spxnts -who,
;- sham n makes . hiis; assistants and, whomvhe___ lcads to, the abod,

Ca. ﬁc’tory”ovér \Vll\d'beést;, '-and’ 'ﬁ'na]ly, a. great conte;t Wag‘ ¢
the s_.haman and- hls.tutelary spirits against. Muu. and her daug

allmg woman “to.b: dméovered-and freed :'The’.-,d 'lwery takc
g and__},.the song.e cnds with.a statement o the :precauuons taken,

T Iatxons'become f;:lendly, and Muu.s parung Words
sha_' an almos




) ‘the nele hs suPer
rces '1The natlv medscme men are lelded mto nel,é"' '

gs and cures; acquned throngh smdy_
dated: by Exaninations, while: the talent of the: nele; considere
ons1st:s of supematural sxght whlch mstantly dxscoxfers

oF;; and only’ihuniah “Beings: andfiﬁ’ .
a .own one. A plant ora stone has a- purba but not a:ziga. Th




same .xs"true ‘of-a*corpse~ and in a'chxld the’ niga otily de
efore; that ‘one «could; without! too? it
acyy mterpret nighas*ivital strength,” ahd Pt i
“soul;?»with_the: understanding :that! these: words dgno
- distinction: between;animate and mannnate-'-(smce:, erythi
. 'mate for the Cuna) but correspond rather:to-the: Platoni
:of which- ,every-‘bemg of- ob)ect

1 and 'passzm)—-—and the loés or unpairment ‘of Hier i
: ' ' ukhps pat ¢ (97) Above
It i)

good” (98) Holmer proposes translanng mga as, physmal-,
and-purba. (lele)-as soul-or: essence; :whence #the soul of her:
It would perhaps:be ‘bold:to Suggest that the: nzga, ‘an-atribi
- thie living being;: restilts:from the- existerice: of: 1iof ‘on biit se
purba,: whichare® funcuonally mtcrrelated Vet cachup ©
~ body: has.its:own purba, and-the niga seems:to: constitute,. o1
. 'spiritual-level, the- cqmvalem: of the concept ( of orgamsm :
of: the ,01gans, s 1

As.a matter. of; fact, o ‘only d fetry

. mga purbalele, his discovery is followed nnmedlately' b
capture-of ‘other: purbi;; thos Jof the heart bones; teeth; hair

~and feet- (401-40 » :

-come’as a surprise. A
- cause the ;purba of- the uterus is not" on31dered as a "1ct1m

' presxde ovef. the,dev opnient of theé fetus aod that gw
or natural capacmes.“ The text dokes ‘fiot tefer to, the

tributes. In it Muuiappears. as an instigator. of disorder
- “soul”, that has captured and paralyzed the: ‘other. spect
. thus. destroymg the:¢odperation which insures;thi
- “chief. body” (cuerpo jefe.in Spamsh 430, 43 ).




e pz?rb 'mfght provoke Miw!
- Temaij ;+hence; th

he squls: T-belongmg 0!G ~parts 'f ;the body '-~Oncz the i,

are libetated,:the soul: of theffuterus,can _and must, resumeé:

2-which;may be.identified from the: many all
When the !shaman, crouchmg bcneath the sig

dy
W they:hght up(alonifr) Muw’s: ‘Way, 4t rins oveériwith"éxud
onsandlike blood: -




f.'nbugua lul abalas‘e} tulapuma ekwmah
blanca: ,_.-,._tp!:.a_;_ centro feto caer hacxe

S 4Mu’s way, " darkened and completely ‘o
owing to the difficult labor; and which' the nuchu have'to
thie'Wwhite shicen of ‘their clothiés and maglcal hats; is
nonably thev vagma*‘ of the s1ck Woman Ard- “Muu’

'opport:unc moment, ‘a. m_tropxcal Amenca, AuStraha, al
-Curmg may also revolve ‘a5 among the Araucama

,_,_f:f'a pamtmg traced on ‘the; ground
sands and pollens) ‘which bear no direct relanonshlp to.the spéci
~disturbance to be cured. In aIl these cases, the therapeu
- (which-as e kioWw is; A )
When;it deals: duectly"thh the. unhealthy organ it i81606 410
‘concrete (gcncrally, pure: ~decei,t)'.-':to:f_;':be'=; granted:-intrinsic
“And" wheti it consists” in“the-repetition: of “often”highly
‘ritual, it i§ difficult for. us. to tidersand ‘its diréct bearing:

illngss. ‘Tt would be co,nvement to: dlsmxss these‘dxﬁicul

will remain’ meamngleﬁs‘ atiless” weAca'n "xplam""
chological répreséntations ar mvoked, to'c
-physxologlcal dlsturbances. T )

'--'-consututcs a purely psychologxcal treatniont for t_h.
‘not touch the body of the. s1ck Womati’ and’ admm



?S‘

e s1ck organ, and it is: precxsely from:

s expected x

Therisw shall. sk what: itswpurpose
(5 surpnsed;to ﬁn_d;- that:the sor

nd "'ré mghly d
- tions, thc outﬁttmg f themuchy
the sites are edescnbcd.vm .2 great:y )




__acter of hved exper

'more rapld oscxllatxon berween: _myt ical and. physxol_i,gxcral

| We.rd knees parted gnoanmg losxhg her blood, the vulva;
and: mov1ng.=~:

'mg drmks of ehe wmds, Waters, and woo'ds-

afrivesat. thevsh?;man s, when §he returns 0 th
the shaman; departs;: and: swhen:he arrives: S
scription’is repeated:twice:in the:same: termis,: (3' -39

produce:33-35 )5 The cure thus. begms swith.a historical. ac 0
the events: ;that. preceded t;: and:-some elements thch mlgh

| Everythmg occuirs ‘as 'though the ‘shaman' were trymg !
duce th' ‘-.smk ‘Woman:-whose fcon_tact with; reahty is:no, do bt in

sxtuatlon through pam, ina. very precxse and) mtense Way,_ nd.
become psyeholog1cally aware: of its. ésmalleSt details. Actual

organs of the sxck Woman wﬂl bef the assumed._ ,ettmg =A tr
will thus be:made from.the:most prosaic. reality to-myth,
physmal umverse to the physmlogmal umverse, from the exte :

'nce prescnbed by__,th. 5]
the pathologxcal state and through an. appro
mque. o e s - e

- The next-ten’ pages offer, in breathleSs rhythm ar

as: xf to abohsh i the’ mmd»of 'th

84-92; 123-1754, 134-135, rsz, 15

tesumony to: the. plasucxty of. the myth;.

the s1ck woman assume cosmnc proporn 5:



ichs spmt, Whén it appears, 5 carefulk
escnbed afid the magxc eqmpment whxch he receives from th

: esiwere’ sl madequatc 'and all for
own or unknown to the sick woman; were: to+be-s4lli

iyt chat. the:penetrauon of: the'vagma, ythical th ,ugh it b
ed 10° the sick wottian: in"concrete and familiar:te |
réover;: muu emgnatcs thie-uterus:directly; and 116
pirittial'principlé'which governsits activity-(“the sick woma
g5 )R H ef-‘"‘he nelegan, in: ordcr to enter Muu S Wi

fi‘éparamo‘r‘l th s1 i feels:
she'feel theniybut‘thiey “light up” the rots
0 _'=the1r oW sake, 10 doubt, afi

ut: vmght intd the sick: Woman the nélegan gits
2 ‘I(ﬂ{) Woman .Y, (238) NI

’




#And: thls “dlurmnatmg sxght,” 10’ parap "
. the téxt, €nabless themto relate in detdil-a compl
‘is " true -mythical -anatemy;: corr&cpondmgsless 0
structure: of the’ genital organs than to 2 kind ‘of :emotions
' phy, 1dent1fymg each pomt of res1stance and each thrusts:’

S The picture of the-uterine woild; peopled with fantastic
sters and dangerous animals; is amenable to thessamé i interpre
~~which is; moreover,: confiried: by the-native: infor:hant
. the: ammals ” he ‘says, “who'i increase the dxscases ofthé
woman”; that- is, - the: pains- then
again, the song seems to have-asits pri c1pal ain
these pams to the sn:k Woman and the B ] m of hcm,

scious: thought- Uncle Alhgator, who moves abiott. thh
- ing eyes; his striped and variegated'body;: crouching and Wrigg
his: taily Uncle:Alligator « Tiikwalele, ‘with ghstemng ‘body;
" . moves ‘his:-glistening: flippers, »whose  flippérs: conquer ithe:ip
- push everything:aside, drag’ eVerythmg, Nele Ki (k) lnrpanalel
Octopus, ‘whose:sticky -tentacles are ulternately opening:and
ing; andmany. ‘othersbesides:- Fle-whoshas-a-hatsthavis:sofe
" who-has-a<red-coloréd-h,: He-who-has—a-vmegated~ha
the :guardian:animals: -the ‘black: i tiger; ‘the -red‘aninialythé
colored:: -animal; thie dust-colored-animal eachi is- tied™
. chiain; :the- tongue-hariging -down, the- ‘tfongueé hangi;
" dmppmg, saliva foaming; with flourishing tail, the:clawséo
- and: tearmg tlnngs “alllike blogd, all red”:(253-2¢8
©.+To’enter:into this hell'd-la’ HigronymusBo
_owner the: rielegan - have ‘to":overcome ‘other ob
-matenal ﬁbers, loose threads, fastened threads,




Iden;: sxlvery,'ncd black ‘maroon;’ blue
O W 5 like necktéxes,” yel!ow, thsted thlckf?v 0

: thxs purpose, thes: _
0od-boring  inseéts;who: are: 1o cut, gathef wmd and €
'-'-‘:the threads, Whlch Holmer and. Wassen 1dent1fy as. the m_

' .18 tizwho, by
penetrates the -opemng of ‘muu’ and moyes
2 «completely: drying: the ifiner:place?:: (45

'he usex of: -astnngents suggests'that ithe: dehvery' has; takét
inally court f the prccaunons taken '

f G ossroads and bymad
fit oq :probably 4lso pertains to'the -conclusion.-,
vious-episode perhaps, refers.to.a second .curing. tec

otgan;m ampulatxon and the: admlmstranon of rcmedx S




'Or it may? perhaps match Ay equally metaphoncal _
journey; which is more- highly:elaborated-in the text;
attack would:thus have been- developed: for- the:assistz
“sick: woman, one. of -which is:supported. by -a. psychoph
mythology+and -the other -by -a.-psychosocial . mytholo
cated:by the shaman’s.call on the-inhabitants-of the;villag
‘howeveryremains:undeyeloped.At: any. rate; it shéuld bes
that the sorig-ends after the delivéry; just asit had bégun-bef
‘cure; Both:antecedent and subsequent. events-are:carefull
But:it:is.not’only; 4gainst Maw’s elusive stray. -impulses’ thiat-iki
must, through careful procedures, be effected; the-efficac
-cute-would:be-jeopardized-if; even: beforeany.results we
'expected; it failed to-offer-the sick: ‘woman. a: resolunon, )
situation -wherein. all..the ] protagomsts havé;resumed: the
: and returned toan order which:isno longer threatened

The cure: Would consist; therefore, in makmg exphcxt '
tion. ongmally existing. on-the émotional level and:in rendenn

~rea11ty does not matter. The. ‘:lck woman: beheves\ in: thj : myt
- belongs to:a! sotiety: swhich beliéves in it/ The: tuteldryspiri
~.malevolent. spmts, the supernatural monsters.and: ;naglcal ar
areall part ‘of: a“coherent system: on- which the:nitive’.congep
of the universe is founded. The sick ‘woman accepts these myt
. . beings: or; 1ore: accurately, ‘shie has.siever! quesnoned their €3
.énce::What:she: dogs not.accept are: the:incoherent and; arbi
-pams Whlch are an; ahen element m her system but wlu“ :

~¥yh-Once:the: sick: woman understands, l.owever, she:do
than resign-herself;ishe gets:well: But nio suchthing happ:
sick’when:the.causes.of . their diseases have béen explainei
.in"terms of secretioris;- germs; or: viruses.-We :shall: perh
~.cused of: paradox if: we-answer that: the reason: lies:i
microbes exist and.: ‘monsters’do:not. And:yet;:the: vrelaf
tween. germ’»_snd dxsease is extemal tothe mmd of the |



15¢:0f "°he~f%physiolégiéalf::szaceg»_S;,-f,th:it;riis';:ethetf1iEGrg‘amz‘ iZation; in
rabledirection,:of - the process:‘to-whichrithe sick: woman
ted e E b

, 5a';ia;érg§niga;ciqnditiog£o£ amethod related:to: psﬁéhdth;:‘raﬁy.
5 this possible? - A-closer-comparison between shamanism and
hoanalysis:—which it ouriview implies ‘horslightito: psycho

' nableustoclanfy this pdint;: .

know that its precondition is the unprovoked intervetition

yst, Who:fﬁppé’;g.x;g%ix;at’hez?Qqnﬂie'tsmf:;thé:patiemi..i,th"ffo'tigh

iblg:itransferenée. nechanism;




: shlp ‘Wlth the pament ‘s cotiscious and an: mdu‘et:t zela
“Lhisis: the functlon of the mcantau

chm world: T
- tient suffermg from neurosis-¢liminatés an individual myth:by
" ingra.tredl”: psychoanalyst, the"native ‘womar iri: chlldbedx'
coimes ‘a:trié organic: dxsorde g -with
transmuted”shaman s s T
EERF R Y LE parallehsm oes.not: exclude certain: dﬂferences
are not-Surprising-if -weinote the’ character—-psychologxcal
one’ case-and -organic: in-the-other<=of the:ailment"to: be:c
Actually the shimanistic. cure; seems. to- be the: exact counterp
“the. psychoanalyuc cure, but ‘with an invérsion ‘of all the elem
- Both:cures:aimat inducing an: experience; and: both:succeed:b
creating:a. myth which:the patient:has-to live or- relive: Biit:
case, the:patient constructs:.an-:individual: myth Wwith Eler
drawn from s past; in:the- other -casé, -the: patient: receives:
“the ‘outside 2 social. myth which:does not: -correspond to-a:£6
personal state;“Fo’prepare;for:the-abreaction, - which then: bgcoi
“adreaction;”- the -psychoanalyst: listens, -whereas - the sh;
speaks Better- still: When-astransference:i§-established; :the: f
~ puts words into:the’ mouth of ‘the. psychoanalyst by-attributin
" him- alleged feelings-and intentions; in-the i incantation;: on:ith
trary, the shaman-speaks:for-his-patient. He- quesnons her
into’her:mouth answers that correspond to.the mterpretanon
' condmon, with Whlch she must become unbued

border between the physxcal WOrld and thc Psy

o M ‘eyesi htlsstra n ,xtlsaslee onMuuPukh *sipath

o :zIt )173 %\rflug Pukhp leh% has- comg to-me, She. 5

.miga purbalele for good DR
'Muu Natiryaiti has comié o me She W
- frdrbalele for good

fetc. (97-xox) LR



he fconscmus and that she could reach deeply buned €0
plexés- only through acts. Thus to’ resolve a weamng complex, the

Iere, dlscontmuous each symbohzmg a; fundame
he sxtuatlon"" for:i mstance, putting:the:cheek: of thé
I act:with-thecbreast:of the, analyst.. The: symbol"
f suchiacts qualiﬁes t;hem.-:'as- 5 anguage. Actually, ‘the: therapxst

earcd 50 eSSennal o “an’ understandmg of the shamamsnc cure
b Whos' 'tradmonal deﬁnmon we must broaden conaxderabl

ong. .o"-vanother étdets of reahty The ..-gestures of SechehaYe
'berate i the unconscmus mmd of the schxzophremc ;ust as

‘ delivery- kes'place at
1id, and “the progress of chlldbxrth s reﬂected 1n :guccessive
ag % of the myth The ﬁrsc penetratxon of the vagma by the




‘_cent_ Wlth the help of magrcal hats whrch% cle
way. “The return correspondsto the second phase:
to the first. phase-of ‘the physrologlcal process,"' :
be made to:come down Attennon turns’ toward the nele..ga

: Muu s: abode, they nb longer march m smgle ﬁle but
. four” (388)"‘ _

'assocrated W1th 4 trué ‘incrédse:in :dilatation; It is the; eﬁe
_of symbols whrch g__uarantees the harmomous parallel de’v*el

) -e?%_ haman'sr ¢ cure the healer supplres the myth 4t
erforms thesdction

:two dlfferent c':&:'asrons,ni that the descrrpnon in Sy Hiolo;
.'terms ef the structure of psychoseS’ and neuroses-._ ‘ usx:

| gamzanon, bya mducm
'erther recerved o "created by-hx

“on the orgamc level
) precrsely ini“this+*in
*ogous striictures; buile: out:
of: lee-—orgamc Processes, :t

A _are re)ated to. one another Poeuc mctapho' “'Pf‘m




EIVE P ,"""'"but a5 rule: it does ot fransce
onscious: Tevel. Thus We rote: _;hesx_gmﬁcanc& of lebaud
md"'that: metaphor can change the~ Aérld -

‘Femernbered. smlatlons, or,wheth

' 'hose it

life: and all subsequent
excluswe or. predomma

at: 4 e nconsclous:
th 'heory f: hama"’ n and. psyie




e The: Eﬁeciweness' of- Symbols

tory swhichsmiakes:edchof usan: nreplaceable bemg
. tosa function=thi -symbohc funcno 'W’
cally huran, and , i h
among all men, and acmally corresponds o the gg {
laws. e ‘ : '

estabhsh 4 H'.mor "'.mﬁrked dlsmncuon.-"between the uncOnscr
the :'prec nseious; ‘han\has&’ e ¢

: conscxous merely ﬁnposes stmctural laws up" n’ xﬁarm:ulate_
i origifiate ]sewhere'—-meulse otions
iWefxmght say, théreforé, that the-preconsel
1§ the mdmdual Iex1¢ oy Whére éach’ off'us accumulates the Vot
Mty of ihiis- personal ‘history, but that
mﬁcant, for us and. for others; ‘o
* sciousstructures it according to'its laws and thus transfomis it ’iﬁ
language. Since these laws are the same for all individuals and i
instdhices where the unconscious pursies its activity, the prot
~+which arose in the preceding paragt4ph can easily be resolves
. vocabulary .matters. less.than the structure. Whether>thé:m
Te-created by the. mdmdual of° borrowed from tradmon
- from’its sources—individual ‘or colléctive ; (betw
penetranons -and:-exchanges constantly occur)—only the
_representations with which it opérites.’ But: thi 3
. the'same, and through it'the’ symbohc function is is fulﬁll e
+ If we add ‘that.these structures are not only e
everyone and for ‘all ‘areas to which the: function: pplies
- they ate few in ‘nurnbér, we shall understand “Wwh
~ Symbolism 1 mﬁmtely varied i content, but alwa
“laws. There are many" languages, ‘butivery..few
- which are valid for all languages A ‘compilati
g and myths would ﬁll an 1mpos1ng number‘ of ‘Volum




d.Wassen, op
' Wlm'lpool"

czt., P 38 mz 35-9. : 3
seems. to be stramed Fo cern- i




‘The Effectiveness:of Synibols: o
- musu,. “worm,” and ‘is. commonly -used. for: “peits?; (s¢
-~ Wassén, p. 47, 7 280; p. 5%, 7 540; and p. 82).
12, lbid,p.8s. 7 7T R A '
13. R. Desoille; Le Réve éveillé én psychothérapie (Paris: 194
14. Mi-A, Sechehaye, La:Réalisation symboligie, Supplement: N
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16, Caspersson and Hyden, at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm

17. Marie Bonaparte,” “Notes on the Analytical Discovery of a -
" Scene;” in The ‘Psychoanalytic Stiidy of the Child; Vol. I'(New
R R U PR R

T ition, which was subjected to considerable criticism, aequiri
anibg chiough the radical distinction tbetween preco
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