Human Vuinerability, Knowledge Industry
and Alternative Systems of Knowledge:

Reflections on Human Security in an Era of Violence,
Epidemics, and Environmental Disasters
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- Environmental Changes and Natural Disaster

« Economic Instability, Poverty and Social Security
- Terrorism, War, and Armed Conflict

- Health Security: Access to Care & Food, Disease
+ Religious and Theological Discourse

+ Literature and Humanity
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- Command and Control
Mentality

- Disenchantment of the World:
Mechanistic Materialism

- Knowledge is Power: Knowable
Law of Nature

+ Anthropocentric: Man as the
Genter of Universe

« Deterministic Worldview:
Interventionism
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- Uulnerability in Varieties of Knowledge Traditions

- Uncertainty and the Inevitability of Human Susceptibility

- Vuinerability Binds Human Beings into Community

- Theodicy, Meaning and the Interpretation of Human Suffering

Academic Establishment and Epistemic
Privilege of Scientific Positivism
* Epistemologically speciﬁc definition of “research”

* Exclusive state Imanqu of modern science (Feyerahend, 1979,
Science in a Free Societ)) \of

* Domination of pusmwst knnwledge activities (Doing, 2004, ‘Lab
Hand’ and the ‘Scarlet 0: “:'plstemlc Polmcs and (Sclemmcl Labor; JSSS
34(3):299-323)

* Preference of “know- hnw. lype‘nf researﬂh

-« The repetitive production of “Normal Sclenﬁ?' ikﬁhl}rm;?s‘f”lﬂ
Structure of Scientific Revolutions)

Epistemic Politics: Power struggle to knowledge claim by Ill'|\l|h!|||lﬂ
an epistemology as the only legitimate mode of creating knowledge.
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St:lem:e and the l}lllll:ent of Man
Man’s Prﬂiiqe Placﬁﬂﬂure Ghristianity

Humamsm Man at the Center of the Universe

Humamsm. From Henalssance to the
Enlightenment to Scientific Humanism

The Invincible Man: Man’s Command and
Control of Nature through Science
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An Alternative Illlll‘lllllili to Human gliﬂlll'lﬁ
Integrating Knowledge of the Self & Knowledge of the World
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Arthur Kleinman 1988, 77 /lliness Narratives.
William James 1974. The varieties of religious experience.
Johan Galtu ng 1996, Peace through Peaceful Means.
Arne Nass 1989, Fcology, Community, and Lifestyle.
Williams & Parker 2003, On Humans and Environment, #uman Studies 26: 449-60.

<All knowledge is ultimately hased in
sensory perception (phenomenalism)
-All knowledge can be traced to
individual facts (nominalism)

-A refusal to calling value judgments
and normative statements knowledge
-A helief in the essential unity of
scientific method.
[Kalakowski, 1872, Positivistic Philosophy:

From Hume to Vienna Circle)
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Problems in Current Regime of Knowledge:
The Prohlems of Knowledge Industry 4
/2 3 3 ' (" .Epistemological/Methodolopical Bias
 Knowledge management based on Newtonian- (Uischui

J d 1992, Epistemological Issues/and Chianging\Legitimation;
~Cartesian Worldview Vandana Shiva 1988, I}_edy_ctiunislic Sciefnce as Epistemologicql*VinTe_qo )2

: ot . Structural/Institutional Bias.
2 -.,_._Fragmen_taFlon.and compq_rtmema"zatmn (Feyerabend 1979, Science in a Free Society; Nandy; ed.19
\ * Specialization and Expert Control plisuemony, and VTEEDLN
. i ional/ - Cultural/Linguistic Bias™ 4
I_ndustrlal hased_ opgrat_lonal model g [DEJridE_flgﬁs7, DI; [[:iramlmattqlugv; srﬁnir 1i_99'3a(':(ullurgl Puf"ttliléslh d
veryaay Lire: social Lonstructionism, hil€toric ana Knowing o1 the<inird
% Bpased"tnward quantitative .research V&ha: David Bohm 1981, Wholéness & The Impicat Drder) .-
e “How to” knowledge consuming culture ; '

Positivist Science and |IISIilIIIi0IIfI| Practices

knowledge over other knowledge traditions




Toward Complementary/Alternative
Systems of Knowledge

« New Institutional form & organizational culture
///(Senge, 1980, The Fifth Discipline)

« New Theory of Learning ‘& Pedagogy

(Singleton, ed.1998, Learning in Likely Place: Variéty of Apprenticeship in Japan)

« Comparative, multidisciplinary, and inter-
sectorial perspactive

* A sense of community that nurture a learning

environment is important among group members
(Wenger et al 2002, Cultivating Community ol Practice)
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