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Political Commitment

Network Social Movement
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2.Policy Lobby
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Tel. direct:  +41227914253 General Prayut Chan-o-cha
Faxditect:  +41 22791 4832 Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
By Office of the Prime Minister
In reply please Government House
refer to: 1 Phitsanulok Road
Dusit, Bangkok 10300
Your reference: Thailande
26 January 2015
Dear Prime Minister,

1 have the honour to congratulate you on the tobacco control achievements in Thailand
and to express my full support to the new tobacco control legislation your Government is
proposing, to expand Thai obligations under the WHO Framework convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC).

1 am happy to share my enthusiasm and support to this proposed comprehensive
crossroad legislation, including for its multisectoral and nationwide coordination component
under your direct leadership. I believe that this scale-up approach is indeed an effective step, as
Thailand is striving to reduce the proportion of people that smoke, which has not seen any
significant reduction during several years, especially in rural areas where the roll-your-own
cigarette is the main form of tobacco consumption.

I take this opportunity to reflect the conclusions of a recent meeting between your
Government and WHO which pointed to the pressing need not only of passing and implementing
the new law prepared by your Government, but also of increasing significantly the excise taxes
on roll-your-own cigarettes and the funding through ThaiHealth for mass media and health
promotion campaigns to ensure that the stalemate in tobacco use in Thailand is definitely broken
in favour of health.
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